REGULAR MEETING, TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN, 

February 16, 2010

A Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Elizabethtown, County of Essex, in the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 7563 Court Street, Elizabethtown, N.Y. on the 16th day of February 2010.

PRESENT:
Noel Merrihew- Supervisor



Kenneth Fenimore- Councilman



Michael McGinn- Councilman 


Debra Brooks- Town Clerk

Dennis Aubin-Highway Superintendent
ABSENT:       Joseph Martin - Vacation
Philip Hutchins - Vacation
OTHERS PRESENT- Helen DeChant, Dave Mace, Harry Gough, Evelyn Hatch, Ron Testa, Mal Hackett, Pete Frisbie, Malcolm Martin, George and Judy Salg, Bruce and Becky Pushee, Elena Borstein, Ian Whitecross, Sonya Aubin, Alvin Reiner.

Supervisor Merrihew called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.

RESOLUTION 51-10

ACCEPT ORGANIZATIONAL  MINUTES FOR JANUARY 11, 2010.

On a motion of Councilman McGinn seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the Organizational minutes of January 11, 2010 be accepted.

RESOLUTION 52-10

ACCEPT MINUTES FOR JANUARY 11, 2010.

On a motion of Councilman Fenimore, seconded by Councilman McGinn, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the minutes of January 11, 2010 be accepted.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Helen DeChant-spoke about her concerns with the NYS Audit and the Town Board.

Margaret Bartley- also spoke about her concerns with the Town Board and a citizens group.
Harry Gough-wanted to know about the RFP’s for the Sewer project.  Supervisor Merrihew told him to meet with him and he would show him.
RESOLUTION 53-10

FILE COMMUNTICATION

On a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that all communications be filed.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Referendum Survey – After reading results the Supervisor will still go forward with the project.  The funding is still available.  The EDU’s will remain the same.  Councilman McGinn has no comment at this time He will wait until he has read the comments.  Councilman Fenimore has no conclusion from the survey.  He is willing to listen to another plan.

Flex Study-the Town has agreed to work with the EFC, USDA, and NYSERDA for a Flex Tech Study at no cost to the Town. 
RESOLUTION 54-10

MOVE FORWARD WITH SEWER PROJECT
On a motion of Councilman Fenimore, seconded by Councilman McGinn, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that Supervisor Merrihew and the Board will move forward with the sewer project making a new schedule and placement for the treatment plant.
2. NYS Comptrollers- The audit is on our website.  Supervisor Merrihew discussed the audit report. The comptroller’s office sent their senior accountant here after much persuasion to help with the water capital project set up.  And were commended for the distribution of the 4 million dollars.  All monies can be tracked.   There will be a line by line account for all the recommendations available to the public.  An outside bookkeeper has been hire to reconcile Town books monthly.  The Town has also implemented the recommended changes to correct the previous comptroller’s guidelines.  
Fenimore asked if the comptrollers had any specific qualifications for our bookkeeper.  They recommended that she take the courses that she has already attended.  Supervisor Merrihew said that our software has some glitches.  Merrihew discussed how the Town had transferred funds from one bank to another.  The comptroller had said it should have been done differently.  This had to do with the bigger amounts that the comptrollers had mentioned in the report.
3. Sidewalk Plow

RESOLUTION 55-10

AUTHORIZATION TO BRING BACK TO THE BOARD STATUATORY BOND
On a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution was with a ROLL CALL VOTE

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the Town Board has approved to bring back to the board at the next meeting to vote a bond for 5 yrs up to $24,000.00 for the sidewalk plow.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Justice Frisbie- Records for Board Review-

RESOLUTION 56-10

JUDGE FRISBIE 2009 REPORT FOR BOARD REVIEW

On a motion of Supervisor Merrihew, seconded by Councilman McGinn, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the Board has accepted Judge Frisbee’s 2009 financial report for review.

2. Youth Bureau

RESOLUTION 57-10

EXPEND MONIES FOR YOUTH BUREAU

On a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution was with a ROLL CALL VOTE

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the Town Board has approved to expend the monies for the Elizabethtown-Lewis Youth Bureau.
3. Essex County Treasurer

RESOLUTION 58-10

PAYMENT FOR STATE TAXES

On a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution was with a ROLL CALL VOTE

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the Town Board will request full payment from the Essex County Treasurer to the Town for the 2010 land taxes due from State Land.

4.  Assessor
RESOLUTION 59-10

SLIDING SCALE FOR INCOME LIMITS

On a motion of Councilman Fenimore, seconded by Councilman McGinn, the following resolution was after discussion and with a ROLL CALL VOTE

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the Town of Elizabethtown will use the following sliding scale for the aged income limits:        


From

To

Exemption %


0

25,000

        50


25,000.01
26,000

        45


26,000.01
27,000

        40



27,000.01
28,000

        35


28,000.01
28,900                     30


28,900.01
29,800

        25


29,800.01
30,700

        20

4.  Interstate 98

RESOLUTION 60-10

SUPPORT OF INTERSTATE 98

On a motion of Councilman McGinn, with a unanimous seconded, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

SUPPORTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A FOUR LANE HIGHWAY IN ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY AND URGE THE ASSISTANCE OF ELECTED STATE AND FEDERAL OFFICIALS TO MAKE IT A REALITY.    
WHEREAS, the economic impact of North Country transportation improvements is a key component of the North Country Transportation Study, and

WHEREAS,  the economic development impact analysis has measured the value to the regional economy of efficiency gains through user benefits such as reductions in travel time, reductions in operating costs, and reductions in accidents due to improved safety, and 

WHEREAS, the gains through increased social and economic development opportunities due to improved transportation access will reduce unemployment rates, reduce government transfer payments such as social welfare and unemployment insurance, and increase employment in the region, and

WHEREAS, the transportation improvements can enhance assess to labor, customer, tourism and supplier markets, as well as to intermodal transportation facilities, making the overall region more attractive to transportation-dependent industries, and 

WHEREAS, the construction of a four lane highway within the boundaries of St. Lawrence county will begin to address the transportation improvements necessary to foster such economic growth, and

WHEREAS, our elected New York and Congressional representatives can be assured the Elizabethtown Town Board supports such four lane highway construction,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Elizabethtown  Town Board urges New York Commissioner of Transportation, Ms. Astrid C. Glynn, to cooperate with local transportation task force groups to push for the construction of a four lane highway within St. Lawrence County.

5. Moriah Shock

RESOLUTION 61-10

RESCIND THE CLOSURE OF MORIAH SHOCK

On a motion of Councilman McGinn, with a unanimous seconded, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that The Town Board is in full support of rescinding the closing of Moriah Shock. 
6. Public Health

RESOLUTION 62-10

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES GRANT
On a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the Town Board has agreed to co-sign the Healthy Communities Grant with Public Health.
7. Hazard Mitigation Plan
RESOLUTION 63-10

APPLY FOR GRANT TO ELCS FOR GENERATOR
On a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution was after discussion
ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the Town Board has agreed to apply any mitigation action to supply the Elizabethtown-Lewis School with funds for hook-up costs for a generator that was donated by the Hospital used in the cases of an emergency as the School has been designated as an emergency shelter in our Town. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Highway-Going well

2. Water-DOH annual reports are on the website.  We were fined $250.00 for not having our lead and copper test in on time.  This matter will be addressed.  The water commissioner will work with the fire department to number the hydrants.
3. Fire-fire department is looking for exact pressures and volume readings for the hydrants and the numbers. Dave has one of the devices for this.  The minutes are available as is the financial statement up to January. They are also getting workman’s comp. through the county. Fenimore would like to have the liaison position revisited.  The commissioners may send a representative to the Town Board meetings.  Paul Hooper inquired about a $2,000.00 grant that was applied for.  Merrihew was in touch with Senator Little’s office.  They money should be on the way earmarked for equipment.
4. Parks and Rec.-the skating rink needs work, maybe remove the pavement next year.  We also need a new hose there is a hole in one of them.

5. Youth-basketball is done for the year.

6. Zoning-Hutchins has resigned as liaison to the Planning Board.  Supervisor Merrihew has given them an option to send a representative to the Town Board meeting to give a monthly report.  
7. Golf Course-all the firewood that was split and ranked has been sold and the Town will not be in this business anymore.
8. E-L Chamber- will hold their annual meeting March 15, 2010 at 5:00 in the ACAP office.  They have also written a letter in support of keeping Moriah Shock open.

9. Trails-Had a meeting February 11th.  The trails are in good shape.  They would like to clean the sugar house and have the old sugar lines removed.  The new signs made by Bruce are great; plexiglass should be put over the maps to protect them.  The committee also needs 3 more culverts for the trails.  They would also like to get some trail markers from the DEC.  They want to ban ATV use of trails during the muddy season.  Dave from Soil and Water is still working on the GPS for the trails.  Sherry Amsel is willing to put it on a map.

COMMENTS-
1. Town Clerk-March 7th is the annual Fish Fry any one wishing to donate food may call me.

2. Fenimore-reviewed the Code of Ethics policy given to the Board from Margaret Bartley.  This was a guideline. He reviewed the wording in question whenever practical and feels that if the comptrollers reviewed all our policies and found no particular problem he was satisfied with the wording.
3. Merrihew-wanted it to be known that he is a stockholder at CNB because the Town now has funds in this bank.

RESOLUTION64 -10

MOTION OF DISCLOSURE

On a motion of Supervisor Merrihew, seconded by Councilman McGinn, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3
Merrihew, McGinn, Fenimore



Nays-0

Resolved that the Town Board does acknowledge the fact that the Supervisor owns stock at CNB.
RESOLUTION 65-10

MONTHLY TRANSFERS FOR 12/31/2009
On a motion of Councilman Fenimore, seconded by Councilman McGinn the following resolution with a Roll Call Vote was

ADOPTED
Ayes-3   McGinn, Merrihew, Fenimore 



Nays-0



Resolved that the monthly transfers are approved.

RESOLUTION 66-10

MONTHLY TRANSFERS FOR 1/31/2010

On a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution with a Roll Call Vote was

ADOPTED
Ayes-3   McGinn, Merrihew, Fenimore 



Nays-0



Resolved that the monthly transfers are approved.

RESOLUTION 67-10

MONTHLY TRANSFERS FOR 02/28/2010

On a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution with a Roll Call Vote was

ADOPTED
Ayes-3   McGinn, Merrihew, Fenimore 



Nays-0



Resolved that the monthly transfers are approved.

RESOLUTION 68-10

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

On a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Councilman Fenimore, the following resolution with a Roll Call Vote was

ADOPTED
Ayes-    McGinn, Merrihew, Fenimore



Nays-0



Resolved that the Supervisor’s Report is accepted.

RESOLUTION 68-10

APPROVAL OF BILLS

On a motion of Councilman Fenimore, seconded by Councilman McGinn the following resolution with a Roll Call Vote was 

ADOPTED
Ayes- 3   McGinn, Merrihew, Fenimore

Nays-0

Resolved that the bills be paid for the Abstract period 01/11/2010-02/16/2010: in the following amounts:

General Fund
            $79,989.50
Highway

$11,222.31
Lighting

     $983.51
Sidewalk District             $791.30
Garbage District
         $5.64
Water District SW1              $1.01
Water District SW3       $1,350.92
TOTAL                        $94,344.19
With no further business on a motion of Councilman McGinn, seconded by Supervisor Merrihew, the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,


Debra Brooks

Town Clerk

